
Chapter 1

Te r r o r

In a fearfully changing world, the Christian is solidly 
grounded in an unchanging Christ, and therefore is free to 

develop his capacities to the fullest, under God. 
—J. W. Montgomery

W here were you that Tuesday in 2001 at 8:46 a.m.?
Arriving on the island just before 9:00 a.m., as was my 

habit, I strolled into the law office where I worked and perceived 
straight away it was no ordinary day. Everyone was in Glenn’s of-
fice huddled around the portable radio kept on hand for hurricane 
season and other emergency broadcasts. They were quick to fill 
me in—American Airlines Flight 11 had struck the north tower of 
the World Trade Center. Within three minutes of my entrance it 
was reported that United Airlines Flight 175, also traveling from 
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Boston to Los Angeles, had crashed into the south tower. The co-
workers looked at one another in disbelief.

What seemed impossible, at this point, was that a second plane 
could have somehow duplicated the “error” of the first, coinciden-
tally crashing into the twin towers. Or, was it really a second plane? 
Surely the error was in the reporting. Time stood still while we 
waited for the announcer to clear up the matter. But he didn’t. 
Instead he confirmed it was a second plane. How? Why? Anxiety 
mounted.

Glued to the little box on Glenn’s desk we listened quietly for 
some reasonable explanation. Eyes widened and mouths dropped 
open at what came next. Glenn whispered, “Oh my God,” when 
the announcer informed us that at 9:37 a.m. American Airlines 
Flight 77, traveling from Dulles, Virginia, to Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, struck the Pentagon building in Washington, DC. The Penta-
gon?

The announcer began to speak again, and the group fell silent 
stunned by the news that United Airlines Flight 93, traveling from 
Newark, New Jersey, to San Francisco, California, had crashed at 
10:03 a.m. in a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. So incredible 
was the scenario that some refused to believe there was a connec-
tion between the crashes. The implications were too terrifying. This 
was the stuff of action movies, not real life on our drowsy little 
island.

Within seconds of the initial attack, the south tower of the 
World Trade Center collapsed. The north tower followed at 10:28 
a.m. There could be no doubt. The United States of America—
land of the free and home of the brave—was under attack by an 
unidentified enemy. What began as any other workday turned sur-
real and remained so as the country transitioned from the good old 
days to the present reality.

Mutely, smoke and dust began to drift earthward, settling over 
the site now known as Ground Zero. New York City firefighters 
and police officers and port authority officers were among the vic-
tims, 2,753 in all, who lost their lives in Lower Manhattan that day.

Near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, forty passengers and crew 
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members aboard United Airlines Flight 93 died when the plane 
crashed into a field. It is believed the hijackers crashed the plane in 
that location, rather than their intended target, after the passengers 
and crew attempted to retake control of the flight deck. At the Pen-
tagon in Washington, DC, another 184 people were killed.

So grave was the situation on September 11 that the govern-
ment implemented its contingency plans including evacuating 
leaders to secure sites soon after the attacks.

Throughout history terror has often been used to effect polit-
ical, religious, or ideological change, but never has such a mon-
strous terrorist attack been executed within the domestic borders 
of the United States of America.

Around the globe people of every tongue and tribe recognize 
what is meant by the term “9/11”—a catastrophic event, the effects 
of which continue to be felt worldwide.

My generation remembers life before the enduring war on ter-
ror. Ours was a world where the United States of America was as-
sumed invincible. With the shattering of this myth, national secu-
rity has become paramount. In the largest restructuring of the US 
government in contemporary history, the US enacted the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, creating the Department of Homeland 
Security. In the interest of national security, Congress also passed 
the controversial USA PATRIOT Act, saying it would help detect 
and prosecute terrorism and other crimes.

The suffering and loss experienced on September 11, 2001, was 
devastating. Nationally—even globally—waves of grief were felt. 
Aside from the Civil War when we were a people divided, a darker 
day in the nation’s history is hard to imagine.

The response of Americans, from the president to the individ-
uals removing debris at Ground Zero, made one proud to be an 
American. Three days after the attacks in New York, Washington, 
DC, and Pennsylvania, a National Day of Prayer and Remem-
brance was observed. The Rev. Billy Graham, speaking at the Na-
tional Cathedral on September 14, 2001, had this to say: “The 
lesson of this event is not only about the mystery of iniquity and 
evil, but secondly, it is a lesson about our need for each other . . . A 
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tragedy like this could have torn this country apart, but instead it 
has united us, and we have become a family.”1

President George W. Bush addressed the nation from the Na-
tional Cathedral that morning as well with these words.

God’s signs are not always the ones we look for. We 
learn in tragedy that His purposes are not always our 
own. . . . This world He created is of moral design. Grief 
and tragedy and hatred are only for a time. Goodness, 
remembrance, and love have no end.

It is said that adversity introduces us to ourselves. 
This is true of a nation as well .  .  . we have seen our 
national character in eloquent acts of sacrifice. Inside 
the World Trade Center, one man who could have saved 
himself stayed until the end at the side of his quadriple-
gic friend . . . In [this act], and in many others, Amer-
icans showed a deep commitment to one another, and 
an abiding love for our country. Today, we feel what 
Franklin Roosevelt called the warm courage of national 
unity.

But we are not spared from suffering. In every gen-
eration, the world has produced enemies of human 
freedom. They have attacked America, because we are 
freedom’s home and defender.2

d
Nearly two decades have come and gone since that day, and the 

war on terror continues unabated.
Every nation on earth lives under the constant threat of terror-

ist forces. The mission of one of the most formidable enemies of 
freedom is the establishment of a global caliphate, a form of Islam-
ic government led by a caliph, a political and religious successor 
to the Islamic prophet Muhammad. The caliph would govern the 
entire Muslim community in accordance with Sharia law. Should 
these terrorists realize their goal, that “community” would be the 
entire world. If you think this proposal is farfetched, consider the 
following.

The jihadist group Islamic State (IS) gained international rec-
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ognition when it seized considerable territory in Syria and Iraq. 
In June 2014 the group declared the establishment of a caliphate 
and demanded that Muslims across the world swear allegiance to 
its leader and relocate to territory under its control. While Mus-
lims did not respond by flocking in great numbers to Syria or Iraq, 
some jihadist groups worldwide have accepted IS as the supreme 
authority.

Although Muslims have denounced the use of violence, IS jus-
tifies acts of terror by citing the Koran and Hadith, and in 2015 
BBC News shared the following spine-chilling report:

IS seeks to eradicate obstacles to restoring God’s rule 
on Earth and to defend the Muslim community, or 
umma, against infidels and apostates. The group has 
welcomed the prospect of direct confrontation with the 
US-led coalition, viewing it as a harbinger of an end-of-
times showdown between Muslims and their enemies 
described in Islamic apocalyptic prophecies.3

The US has been a particular thorn in the side of IS because 
our Constitution provides for freedom of religion, and as President 
Bush put it during his presidency, “They have attacked America 
because we are freedom’s home and defender.”4

What if America no longer enjoyed freedom of religion? What 
if we could no longer provide aid and assistance to those being per-
secuted for their faith around the world? Is there another nation in 
this world powerful enough to protect religious freedom?


